
College Bound



What sets our school apart?
 
High expectations. Parental and teacher involvement, coupled with reasonable expectations,  
play a critical role in educational performance. 

Our mission is to ensure that all of our students secure the academic knowledge and skills  
to prepare them for the nation’s finest colleges and to instill in them the core values of  
caring, respect, responsibility and honesty. 

Foundation Collegiate Academy opened in 2011. As of 2018, we have graduated 228  
students. All of our graduates––100%––have been accepted into four-year colleges.  

  
 

All students learn to play stringed 
instruments beginning in fourth 
grade. It is part of the disciplined 
training which helps them excel not 
only in music but in academic and 
personal arenas.
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Students wear uniforms, have longer school days and school years than public schools––and the results speak volumes.



Jessica    
Entered in 8th grade, graduated 2018

It was scary and stressful at first, English wasn’t our language. My sister and I, we came from 
Ecuador, we just didn’t understand all the English. It took work. And I had to get used to 

uniforms. I soon saw that if you follow the rules, there’s no conflicts. It’s peaceful.

Partly because of the best teachers here, I really, really, really love math. I see it as a life 
experience: if you don’t pay attention to the details you could get the wrong answer––in 
life! I like hard things now, it makes me want to give it 200% to make it work out right.

At Foundation, you get to know everybody––their history, their life, their culture. This 
is important. If I get to know their culture, I get to understand them. I want to be a teacher 
of Spanish or math or do immigration law—my experiences are affecting me. I want to create 
opportunities like I have had.
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Who are our students?
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Erika     
Entered in 8th grade, graduated 2018

What a hard transition from public school where there was no homework to this. The first 
day, my parents and I were up to 2 a.m.! With homework! I came from Ecuador. It was 
rough learning English by immersion. ESL was intensive, but practical.

It’s strict but it shapes you to push yourself to your fullest. And you start to see there’s 
always a new “fullest!”

Freshman year, I took French, and it opened up my world––changed how I 
thought. Now I see how to think in English. My knowledge base is there and I 
can see how to help other Spanish-speaking people. I want to get a doctorate in 
accounting and run my own business. I will do that. 

I might have aimed for college on my own, but here, from day one, you are on a clear 
path! You’re going. No question.
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       Ari      
       Entered in 5th grade, now in 11th grade

              Teachers here really care, they tell you they want you to do better. They want you  
                                 to succeed in life. Like learning the viola. Little by little, you earn the           
                                    bow––finally! It was the music that caught me. I’ve got to do music.                        
                                     That’s how you express yourself, more than just school. 
          
                                   English and physical education are my favorites. In English, we’re 
                        reading Romeo and Juliet. Shakespeare is complex, but the music  
                     patterns help me with the old style of the language. 

                    Every class here applies to life–– even math word problems are about life.  
                You learn how to manage money, and it gives you power and independence.  
      You have to take care of  yourself. It’s your life. 

I want to be an entrepreneur. I want to push the goal. First goal, definitely college!

Marwa       
Entered in 5th grade, now in 12th grade

Teachers here push us, and if they know we can do better, they encourage us.  
If I hand in an English assignment that needs work, the teacher and I can 
bounce ideas on how to improve it. The teachers are approachable. They show a 
lot of energy. They know you and your capabilities.

There are a lot of rules here. They’re good, because they prepare you for the real 
world. Teachers hold us to high standards, like we’re adults in training. I’m 
aiming to be an OB-GYN, to help families. So I need a strong foundation.

Outside of the classroom, soccer is seriously important to me! 
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What are they thinking?
 



Nyasia     
Entered in 5th grade, now in 11th grade

This school is calm. They prevent drama. The music program is soothing. Now at 
home I can flip on violin music while I am working on my homework and it 
focuses me. 

They treat you almost like adults. Nobody is holding your hand, but they 
encourage you. You have to advocate for yourself. That prepares you for 
real life, I think. The teachers make class relevant and entertaining. So 
you want to learn. 

I run the 400 in track. I want to do photography and learn all about 
that craft and art. 

I have been headed for college since I came here. It’s clear that’s what 
you’re here to do.

Where are they going?
 

 Brayan     
Entered in 9th grade, garduated 2018

After 8 years of public schools, I had to adapt. I was a good student, and  
this is an environment that focuses you on college. It gives you a chance   
to flourish. So I felt, now I am on the right path. Here, you feel the  
teachers want you to succeed, not just in school, but in life.

   I began playing cello here, but the Spanish language classes are still my  
  favorite. I like going in depth in texts and learning about how different  
   countries use the language differently. That’s what I’ll study at college.   
   I just got a four-year scholarship to Princeton. I’m the first from  
  Foundation to get accepted into an Ivy League. I want to show the  
  teachers here my gratitude, and make them proud.
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9 YEARS
A record of  

financial accountability  
in 9 years  

of perfect audits.

Students enrolled K-12,  
with even more than that  

 on the waiting list.

1,000+ 

10%
Providing  

college-preparatory  
education for approximately  

10% of Trenton  
school students. 

100% 
All of our high school graduates

are accepted into 4-year colleges.

93%
High school 

 re-enrollment rate, 
2016-17.

Foundation Collegiate Academy  •  FAmily First  •  Growth-Focused  •  Excellence Always Recording artist Wyclef Jean mentors students. “Foundation Academy is giving kids an opportunity to get ahead.”
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