
 
 

Foundation Academy Middle School Summer Reading 2020 

“Choose Your Own Reading Adventure!” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Attention Middle School Summer Readers and Parents! 

This year, incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade Foundation Academy Charter School students will choose their 

own reading adventure by selecting one book from a selection of great reads. The goal of summer 

reading is to motivate young readers to keep turning the pages of the books they love and ignite their 

passion for reading. Reading is an essential skill that needs to be exercised regularly that can add 

meaning to our lives, whether we are learning new things or connecting to characters. 

There are endless studies and research results to prove the importance of reading throughout the 

summer.  While you are only required to read one title, we encourage every student to read more!  

Students will be required to take a short assessment on their chosen book when they return to school. 

The required assessment will count as an assessment grade for Marking Period 1.  

Please note that it is the student’s responsibility to get the chosen 
book. Books can be bought online via amazon.com or 

barnsandnoble.com.  

Please contact ngreen@foundationacademy.org for assistance with 
purchasing a book. 

Enjoy Your Reading Adventure! 
 

(See the next page for each grade level’s book choices) 



 

 
❏ Select one book from your grade level list: 

6th:  
● Like Vanessa by Tami Charles: Inspired by the first black woman 

to be crowned Miss America, thirteen-year-old Vanessa enters a 
local beauty pageant in the hopes of transforming her life.  
(Non-Fiction) 

● Rebound by Kwame Alexander: After the death of his father, 
Chuck Bell spends the summer with grandparents and finds 
solace in basketball. (Fiction) 

7th:  
● Born a Crime by Trevor Noah: This memoir recounts Noah's 

childhood in South Africa during the last years of apartheid. 
(Non-fiction) 

● Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes: In this thought-provoking 
exploration of bias and injustice, a twelve-year-old boy meets the 
ghost of Emmett Till (an African-American teen who was lynched 
in 1955) in the afterlife. (Fiction) 

8th  
● Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds: It's a novel in free verse that 

tells the story of an African American teen boy at a crossroads. 
Determined to avenge his 19-year-old brother's death, Will, age 15, 
takes his brother's gun out of their shared bedroom to kill the 
person he's certain is the murderer, but it's a long way down in 
the elevator.  

 
❏ You will take an assessment when you 

return to school in August. You MUST bring 
your book to school so you may use it on the 
assessment. 

 


