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Dear FAmily, 

It is an honor to present the Friends of Foundation Academies' 2019-20 Annual Report. 
This is our first-ever publication dedicated to celebrating and commemorating our shared 
achievements from July 2019 to June 2020. 

The Friends of Foundation Academies supports, enhances, and promotes the work of 
Foundation Academies by raising funds and delivering services, programs, acquisitions, and 
partnerships that equitably serve the best interests of our school community.

In the following pages, you will see the story of Foundation Academies during the 2019-
2020 academic year. We are proud of the achievements of our students, faculty, and 
alumni, and we think you will be, too.

This year, your generous support and the hard work of our school community combined 
to make a powerful impact on our world. We are proud to celebrate a 17% increase in 
charitable giving to the Friends of Foundation Academies. Thank you for your investment in 
our mission.

Of course, this year was not without its challenges. All of our achievements as a community 
came during a time of great uncertainty and strife in the world around us. We experienced 
the coronavirus pandemic, a severe economic downturn, a shift to virtual learning, the 
dislocation of our alumni, and the international renaissance of the Black Lives Matter 
movement in response to continued brutal violence against Black Americans. Through it 
all, however, our faculty, staff, and students remained steadfast in their commitment to 
educational excellence. 

We are proud to be part of this community. We cherish the work we do at Foundation 
Academies, because we know that we are making a positive difference in our students and 
in our community. With your support – every day – we work to become better than we 
were the day before, putting our kids first before all. 

To our teachers (classroom superheroes!), leaders, staff, students, alumni, families, 
donors, and community partners – thank you for making remarkable contributions to our 
schools and our city. We are humbled to walk this walk alongside so many passionate and 
committed individuals as we navigate the uncertain road ahead. 

In community,

 
Howie Powers 
Chair  
Friends of Foundation Academies

  
Kathleen Reilly Streicher 
Executive Director 
Friends of Foundation Academies

WELCOME 
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ABOUT THE FRIENDS 

The Friends of Foundation Academies, a separate 501c3 
nonprofit organization, was founded in 2010 to 
encourage community support of Foundation 
Academies, a public K-12 charter school in Trenton, NJ. 
Today, the Friends of Foundation Academies (Friends 
of FA) supports, enhances, and promotes the work of 
Foundation Academies by raising funds and delivering 
services, programs, acquisitions, and partnerships 
that equitably serve the best interests of our school 
community. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The Friends of FA Board works with the Executive Director, 
Foundation Academies Leadership, students, alumni, and the 
Foundation Academies Board of Trustees (FABOT) to understand 
the school’s strategic vision and most pressing needs, and then 
accepts and approves charitable donations for impactful grants to 
the school community. 

2019-20 FRIENDS OF FA BOARD
Howie Powers, Chair
Reid McCarthy, Treasurer
Anthony Klockenbrink, Secretary
David Griffith
Kathleen Reilly Streicher*
Graig Weiss*

*Designates ex officio member

 
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
In September 2018, the Friends of Foundation Academies launched 
the inaugural Leadership Council as a mechanism to involve the 
broader community in the important work of our schools. The 
council is made up of professionals across sectors, ages, and 
perspectives. Convened by Executive Director, Kathleen Reilly 
Streicher and Foundation Academies CEO, Graig Weiss, this group 
meets throughout the year to discuss our city, our advancement 
initiatives, and our innovative work in K-12 public education. 

2019-20 FRIENDS OF FA 
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Kimme Carlos
Dan Chamby
Melanie Clarke 
Stacy Denton 
Mark Eveland 
Suzanne Eveland
Al-Lateef Farmer
Stuart “Bill” Ferguson
Mindy Fernandez-Sheinbaum
Tanji Gilliam
Maurice Hall
Scott Heil 
Sally Henriques
Joanna Herrera
John Jackson
Rashaun Jones
Peggy Oliver Krist
Michael Lacey 
Chenoah Porter-Blount
Betsy Rendall 
Sarah Ringer 
Lori Todaro
Roberto Vieira
Melissa von Stade 
Alexander Zbinden 
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FINANCIAL HEALTH
From June 2019 to July 2020, the Friends of Foundation Academies 
raised $446,589 in gifts and grants from individuals, corporations, 
and foundations to support four key areas: 

1. Student Enrichment

2. Faculty Development

3. Alumni Support, and 

4. Operations. 

Student Enrichment 40.3%
Faculty Development 24.3%
Operations 21%
Alumni Support 6.6%
Fundraising 6.2%
Facilities Improvements 
(unrelated to lease 
agreement) 1.6%

WHERE      
YOUR 

INVESTMENT 
GOES

2019-20 
CONTRIBUTIONS

In-Kind Support 5.0%

Foundations 32.5%

Corporations 8.0%

Individuals 54.5%

I serve because FA has a demonstrated 

track record of excellence in a 

community which faces a lot of structural 

inequality. I am certain it is because of 

their capable leadership and I believe that 

this example needs to be supported and 

modeled throughout Trenton. I believe 

that the grassroots organizing that I have 

done in Trenton can add a perspective 

that is unique and my personal 

commitment to supporting black, brown 

and poor youth is met with matched 

commitment in such an extraordinary 

institution.”

-Tanji Gilliam, Leadership Council, Scholarship 

Committee

The students and staff I have met 

through my work with the Friends have 

consistently impressed me with their 

drive, dedication, and deep belief in 

the power of a great education. I am 

proud to support this remarkable school 

community.”

-Tony Klockenbrink, Friends of Foundation 

Academies Board
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OUR MISSION
The mission of Foundation Academies is to ensure that all of our students 
secure the academic knowledge and skills to prepare them for the nation’s 
finest colleges, and to instill in them the core values of caring, respect, 
responsibility, and honesty.

ABOUT FOUNDATION ACADEMIES
We are proud to be the largest and highest-ranking K-12 free public charter 
school in Trenton, New Jersey. Founded in 2007 as a middle school, 
Foundation Academies began under the vision of a world where every child, 
irrespective of race, gender, academic ability, or socioeconomic background, 
has access to a high-quality public education — and we continue to work 
relentlessly to live up to this promise. Even today, all FA students continue 
to be admitted by random lottery. We now serve more than 1,000 students 
K-12, operating with four schools on two campuses. 

With an unwavering focus on our children, Foundation Academies seeks 
to continually improve ourselves and our schools in order to spark and 
support educational excellence across our great city. Our consistently high 
ranking among public schools in New Jersey, and seven consecutive years 
of 100% college acceptance demonstrate that with the support of dedicated 
teachers and staff, every student can succeed in a great public school.

ABOUT OUR SCHOOLS

Jacqueline 
Griffith
Board President

Graig Weiss 
CEO, Foundation 
Academies

Kimme Carlos
Board Vice 
President

Stephen 
Silverman
Secretary and 
Treasurer

Stacy Denton Allan Kehrt Todd W. Kent 
PhD

Grecia 
Montero

Sheria McRae 
Chief Academic 
Officer, 
Foundation 
Academies

Natasia 
Cooper
Principal, 
Foundation 
Academy Primary

Venetia 
Birchmore 
Principal, 
Foundation 
Academy 
Intermediate

Angela Joyner
Principal, 
Foundation 
Academy Middle

Melissa 
Campbell
Principal, 
Foundation 
Academy 
Collegiate

Artemus 
Werts
Principal-In-
Residence, 
Foundation 
Academies

Shanesia 
Davis
Director of 
Training and 
Development, 
Foundation 
Academies

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

STUDENT 
DEMOGRAPHICS
K-12 Total Enrollment: 1,067
Graduating class size: 
Approximately 70 

Black Students ............52.8%
Hispanic Students ......45.4%
Asian Students ..............0.4%
White Students .............0.3%
Other Ethnic Groups ......1.2%

Percentage of  
Free or Reduced-Price  
Lunch Students .......... 84.8%
Percentage of  
Special Ed Students .... 10.9%
Percentage of  
Limited English  
Proficient Students ........ 7.3%
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Seth Robeson, Class of 2020

The next stage of our journey continues in 2020, as 
we begin executing against a new set of strategic 
imperatives aimed at responsible growth. The 
Friends of Foundation Academies will need your 
support to develop and retain our faculty, enrich 
our student arts and sciences programming, and 
help our alumni persist to and through college. 

Middle schoolers on their overnight trip to the US Naval 
Academy STEM camp, accompanied by Ms. Nahal. 

Civic Service Learning Summer Campers with Moms 
Demand Action and Trenton Mayor Gusciora at the 
kickoff of their anti-gun violence community event, 
“Let’s Walk for a Change.” 

BY THE NUMBERS

Your donations in 2019-20 truly made a 
difference in the lives of our children, 
educators, and community. 

Last year, we raised more than $445,000, a 
nearly 20 percent increase in annual giving from 
the previous year. With your support:

● 19 FA alumni received tuition assistance 
scholarships

● $250 was awarded to every college-enrolled 
member of the Class of 2020

● 23 scholars, grades 6-11, attended our first-
ever Civic Service Learning (CSL) Summer 
Camp

● 10 high school student-driven civic service 
projects were funded to directly benefit our 
city

● 8 middle school scholars stayed at the 
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland for Girls Only STEM Day

● 14 middle school students attended virtual 
coding camps

● 12 members of our school community 
received emergency funding for food, 
tuition, and basic needs

● 72 high school scholars received 8 weeks of 
free, in-person Kaplan SAT Prep 

● 172 new instruments were purchased for 
our expanding strings program

In partnership with you, we have kicked off the 
2020-21 school year from a position of strength. 

● Foundation Academies ranks in the 92nd 
percentile in the State of New Jersey and 
is the highest-ranking school in the City of 
Trenton 

● 100% of 2020 graduates were accepted into 
4-year colleges 

● We’re serving more than 1,000 students 
grades K-12; nearly 10% of the size of 
Trenton Public Schools 

● We boast a 92% parent satisfaction rate 
and a 95% student retention rate
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To expand and improve our high school facilities, the Friends 
of Foundation Academies purchased the neighboring vacant 
Holy Cross rectory site and spent the better part of the 2018-19 
school year constructing a new 10,217 square foot addition in 
the city’s south ward. The existing school building received a 
complete HVAC, electrical, and interior upgrade. The Friends 
of FA owns the high school campus and leases it back to the 
school. 

The $14 million revitalization and expansion project added 10 
new classrooms, including a state-of-the-art science lab, a 
new main lobby and office with a secure entryway, an elevator, 
and a large, multipurpose Information Commons. This modern, 
light-filled space serves as a library, media center, and group 
workspace. A plaza wraps the addition, fusing the school with 
the surrounding neighborhood. Thanks to the facility upgrade, 
FA was able to welcome an additional 30 new students for the 
2019-20 school year. 

Because the upgraded building truly belongs to the students 
of FA, three current students, Ari Jenkins (11th Grade), Marwa 
Reshid (12th Grade), and Salvador Xe (12th Grade) received the 
honor of cutting the ribbon on October 2, 2019. 

FACILITIES OUR CHILDREN DESERVE

Before

After
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Four generations of Trenton’s 

students have learned inside these 

walls and for the past eight years, 

this century-old building has given 

FA a wonderful home. Now, our high 

school campus honors this building’s 

history while reflecting the high 

standard of excellence that our 

students and community deserve.” 
- Graig Weiss, CEO
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Student life at Foundation Academies is active, vibrant, and infused 
with joy. We nurture the potential of every child with a robust array 
of extracurricular activities that include clubs, service learning, and 
athletics. 

Activities include Civic Service Learning, UNITY Club, Girls Coding 
Group, STEM Club, Art Club, Glee Club, Outdoor Adventure Club, 
Health & Wellness Club, Karate Club, Poetry/Writing Club, Culinary 
Club, and Music Club. 

When their academics are in good standing, students also have 
the opportunity to join school athletic teams – both on-site and 
through city partnerships. We offer high school boys and girls 
soccer, cheerleading, girls volleyball, and boys and girls basketball. 
For other sports such as track, wrestling, and football, we partner 
with Trenton Public Schools. Our middle school students have boys 
and girls soccer, cheerleading, and boys basketball. 

FAMILY FIRST. 

GROWTH-FOCUSED.

EXCELLENCE ALWAYS.

Inset: Students pose in character at the 
annual interactive "Blacks in Wax" exhibit 
at Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ.

Top photo: A meeting of FA Intermediate's 
Culinary Club, lead by Chef Aaron Black. 
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Our 2019-20 scholar athletes 
continue to show leadership 
both on and off the field. This 
year, FAC welcomed its first-
ever girls volleyball team! 

Photos, clockwise from  
top-left: Girls Coding Club; 
Karate Club; Outdoor 
Adventure Club; High School 
Girls Soccer; Our first-ever 
High School Girls Volleyball 
team; High School Girls 
Cheerleading; High School 
Boys Basketball.
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At Foundation Academies, our Strings Program is pivotal in 
developing the whole child. Not only do our students engage 
both sides of their brain, but they also learn responsibility, 
leadership, and perseverance along the way. Music classes begin 
in kindergarten, with strings study introduced in third grade. All FA 
students learn to play a string instrument of their choosing, from 
the violin and viola to the upright bass and cello.

This year, we were thrilled to receive a generous grant of $180,000 
from Arts & Letters Foundation, to expand our Strings Program to 
begin in Grade 3, as well as to equip every child in Grades 3-12 with 
their own take-home instrument. 

In December 2019, the Foundation Academy Collegiate Youth 
Orchestra was invited to perform their Winter Concert 
at Richardson Auditorium in Alexander Hall, a 900-seat 
Richardsonian Romanesque performance hall at Princeton 
University. Richardson Hall is home to both the Princeton University 
Orchestra and Princeton Symphony Orchestra. 

In February 2020, scholar musicians performed at Greenwood 
House, an assisted living facility located in Ewing. The performance 
was part of the Borden Perlman Artist Series, which makes it 
possible for community organizations to put on shows and truly 
showcase “The Art of Community.” 

FINE-TUNING OUR STRINGS PROGRAM

Foundation Academy’s flourishing 

string program is truly distinguished 

by its investment in and commitment to 

each student’s mastery of an instrument 

through daily instruction, practice and 

coached ensemble playing. I see much 

joy in the music making happening in 

Foundation Academy’s classrooms and 

at the concerts presented throughout the 

year for families and friends. In essence, 

Foundation Academy students become 

performing artists, an experience which 

uplifts their human spirit and paves the 

way for productive and compassionate 

lives as citizens of their communities and 

the world. "

-  Melanie Clarke, Retired Executive Director of the 

Princeton Symphony Orchestra
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Foundation Academies recognizes we are part of the fabric of a 
vibrant community. We actively prepare our students to be engaged 
citizens and civic leaders, and enthusiastic volunteers from our 
community play a pivotal role in that effort. Volunteers serve as 
guest speakers, class readers, project advisors, and champions for 
our school community. 

OUR VOLUNTEERS

We celebrate our 100th Day of School with 100 

positive male role models from our community 

standing at our doors, cheering our students on. 

These volunteers are professionals in a range of 

fields, from politicians to preachers, all unified 

in this circle, showing our students who they 

too can become. As a proud Trenton native, a 

father, and an educator, this annual celebration 

of leadership, education, and community is a 

beautiful thing to behold.”

- Eric Bullock, M. Ed, Leader of Student Culture, FA Primary

I choose to support Foundation Academies 

because I think it’s the best return on 

my investment of time and resources. 

I like the common sense of purpose that 

I feel every time I am at Foundation 

Academies - whether it’s visiting, 

volunteering, or to attend a school 

function. Every adult present is there 

for the benefit of the scholars, and in 

turn, the scholars know that they have so 

many great opportunities for success. The 

administration and staff understand that 

we become stronger by working together, 

and that sends a tremendous message out 

to the world.”

-John “Bud” Jackson, FA Leadership Council 
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This year, our entire world turned upside down with the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Recognizing that the danger to 
our school community was imminent, we made the difficult 
decision to close our school buildings and move to a 100% 
remote instruction model centered around daily live and 
interactive instruction at all grade levels. 

On Friday, March 13, 2020, school was closed temporarily to 
provide training for our teachers on the Google platform. As 
always, our faculty rose to the occasion: quickly and creatively 
adapting our scholars’ in-person classroom learning experience 
for the online world. In just one day, teachers learned to use the 
new tools within the Google Suite for Education and prepared 14 
live and interactive instructional days for our students. 

Later that very same day, Governor Murphy officially closed 
schools across the state, and over the course of the next 
three days, our technology staff and volunteers distributed 650 
computers to our families. All families that needed internet 
access received hotspots. 

On Monday, March 16, 2020, our new normal began. 

AHEAD OF THE C URVE:

THRIVING DURING A GLOBAL PANDEMIC
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Throughout the months that followed, FA staff worked diligently 
to support not just the educational needs of our students, but 
their social and emotional needs as well. “Grab and Go” meal pick 
up services were offered daily. Tutoring, counseling, and Special 
Education services continued remotely. Clubs and extracurricular 
activities found a new way to engage. College and Career Advisors 
continued to work with our alumni to identify and meet their 
needs. The Friends of FA launched a weekly “Parenting During 
COVID-19” web series to connect and support our families.  

All the while, Foundation Academies students continued to 
achieve an attendance rate above 90%. 

Though they may have taken on a new form, some of our most 
treasured traditions remained. On June 19th, every one of our 
Class of 2020 graduates received their diploma, safely hand-
delivered by a member of our FAmily. 

From the onset of the pandemic through today’s challenges and 
successes, our school community continues to pull together, 
time and time again. Together, as a FAmily, we demonstrate the 
values of flexibility, perseverance, patience, and grace. 
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THE MESSAGE BELOW WAS PUBLISHED ON AUGUST 28, 2020 
BY FOUNDATION ACADEMIES’ SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM. 

A COMMITMENT TO ANTI-RACISM

FAmily, 

Yet another racially-motivated shooting in an attempt to take 
the life of a Black man.

Yet another police officer with ZERO moral and legal 
accountability.

FAmily, we are sick and unbelievably tired!

We stand in solidarity with Jacob Blake AND Breonna Taylor. 
We reject the blatant racist attacks on their lives and ALL Black 
lives across this country!

While we know that we are all exhausted from reliving this 
same story, we must once again muster the courage and the 
strength to pick ourselves up and fight for social justice in 
pursuit of racial equity. We must do this for ourselves, our 
scholars, and our families.

At each campus level, we are organizing age-appropriate 
activities to help our kids process all that is happening right 
now and uplift our scholars’ voices.

You may be asking yourself, “What can I do?”

Today, we invite you to deeply self-reflect. Ask yourself, “What 
am I doing at this critical moment in history to challenge my 
mindset, the mindsets of others, and the systems of oppression 
that continue to perpetuate systemic racism in our country, our 
schools, and our communities?”

If we are to enact real change, we must ALL do the work.

We know that many are struggling to process feelings and emotions. 
If you are, please do not hesitate to reach out to someone you 
trust – a friend, a family member, or perhaps a colleague. 

While we, too, are hurting, we are here to support you in any 
way that we can. We are FAmily. 

In Solidarity,

The Foundation Academies Senior Leadership Team
Graig Weiss, CEO, Foundation Academies
Sheria McRae, Chief Academic Officer, Foundation Academies
Natasia Cooper, Principal, Foundation Academy Primary
Venetia Birchmore, Principal, Foundation Academy Intermediate
Angela Joyner, Principal, Foundation Academy Middle
Melissa Campbell, Principal, Foundation Academy Collegiate
Artemus Werts, Principal-In-Residence, Foundation Academies
Shanesia Davis, Director of Training and Development, 
Foundation Academies
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A C A D E M Y
FOU N DAT ION

PR IMARY

STACKED

A C A D E M Y
FOU N DAT ION

PR IMARY

HORIZONTAL

LEADING COLOR: “ATHLETIC GOLD” (PMS 1235 C)

FOUNDATION ACADEMY PRIMARY

F O U N D AT I O N  A C A D E M Y  P R I M A R Y  L O G O S
Foundation Academy Primary is distinguished by the use of “Athletic Gold” (PMS 1235 C) as the leading color. This distinct color should be at the 

forefront of all collateral and design materials representing each school. See page 25 for associated color values. Brandkit includes color, reversed, 

black, and white versions of each logo lock-up. The badge is used only for school uniforms and should not be used for any other supporting print or 

digital collateral. Do not alter colors, layout, or skew/rotate the provided logo lock-ups in any way.

STACKED (REVERSED) BADGE (SCHOOL UNIFORM ONLY)
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FOUNDATION ACADEMY INTERMEDIATE

F O U N D AT I O N  A C A D E M Y  I N T E R M E D I AT E  L O G O S
Foundation Academy Intermediate is distinguished by the use of  “Silver Gray” (PMS 429 C) as the leading color. This distinct color should be at the 

forefront of all collateral and design materials representing each school. See page 25 for associated color values. Brandkit includes color, reversed, 

black, and white versions of each logo lock-up. The badge is used only for school uniforms and should not be used for any other supporting print or 

digital collateral. Do not alter colors, layout, or skew/rotate the provided logo lock-ups in any way.

STACKED

HORIZONTAL

LEADING COLOR: “SILVER GRAY” (PMS 429 C)

STACKED (REVERSED) BADGE (SCHOOL UNIFORM ONLY)
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FOUNDATION ACADEMY MIDDLE

F O U N D AT I O N  A C A D E M Y  M I D D L E  L O G O S
Foundation Academy Middle is distinguished by the use of “Royal Blue” (PMS 2388 C) as the leading color. This distinct color should be at the forefront 

of all collateral and design materials representing each school. See page 25 for associated color values. Brandkit includes color, reversed, black, 

and white versions of each logo lock-up. The badge is used only for school uniforms and should not be used for any other supporting print or digital 

collateral. Do not alter colors, layout, or skew/rotate the provided logo lock-ups in any way.

STACKED

HORIZONTAL

LEADING COLOR: “ROYAL BLUE” (PMS 2388 C)

STACKED (REVERSED) BADGE (SCHOOL UNIFORM ONLY)

1 8

FOUNDATION ACADEMY COLLEGIATE

F O U N D AT I O N  A C A D E M Y  C O L L E G I AT E  L O G O S
Foundation Academy Collegiate is distinguished by the use of 2767 C (“Navy”) as the leading color. This distinct color should be at the forefront of all 

collateral and design materials representing each school. See page 25 for associated color values. Brandkit includes color, reversed, black, and white 

versions of each logo lock-up. The badge is used only for school uniforms and should not be used for any other supporting print or digital collateral. 

Do not alter colors, layout, or skew/rotate the provided logo lock-ups in any way.

STACKED

HORIZONTAL

BADGE (SCHOOL UNIFORM ONLY)

LEADING COLOR: “NAVY” (PMS 2767 C)

STACKED (REVERSED) BADGE (SCHOOL UNIFORM ONLY)
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Despite the onset of a global pandemic and a pivot to online 
instruction in the final quarter of their senior year, Foundation 
Academy Collegiate’s (FAC) graduating seniors have once again 
achieved 100 percent college acceptance! The vast majority of 
graduates have selected majors that ultimately have the purpose 
of helping others, which is a value that FA proudly instills in its 
students beginning in kindergarten. Members of the Class of 2020 
will be pursuing careers in education, nursing, criminal justice, 
exercise science, accounting, psychology, computer science, 
biomedical engineering, graphic arts, and more. With the help of 
Friends of FA, every single graduate enrolled in post-secondary 
studies received a $250 microgrant for books and supplies. 

In lieu of a traditional graduation ceremony, FA faculty and staff 
celebrated the Class of 2020’s graduation with a week-long virtual 
celebration. Each day featured heartfelt speeches and scholarship 
award announcements. After a virtual keynote delivered by Shaun 
King, the week culminated with teachers and staff heading out to 
safely hand-deliver diplomas to the homes of each of our deserving 
graduates, as their proud families stood by. 

CLASS OF 2020: BRILLIANT AND RESILIENT

Cristopher Alvarez-Vega
TyQuil Anderson
Joshua Barksdale
Rachel Barksdale
Luis Barragan-Luna
Evan Bondo
Ajanae Bright
Charly Carvente
Jasmine Cedeno - Valedictorian
Derrick Chandler
Ja’Don Cooley
Gilvert Corado
Aniya Cromwell
Rashell DelaCruz
Henry De Leon-Arroyo
Darius Doggett
Jeremiah Doggett
Nelsy Dubon Samora
Anely Duran
Mayrin Duran Zepeda
Chris Espana
Milton Gordon
José Guerra
Jaclyn Gutierrez - Salutatorian
Jazlynn Ingram
McKayla Jackson
Aquil Jackson
Lilian Juan
Ashley Kearse-Walker
Gregory King Jr. 
Sierra Lane

Kira Littles
Edin Lucero Zecena
Omar Marrero Jr.
Monica Martinez
Kayla McKellar
Kevin Moya Lopez
Jose Muñoz
Darleny Peña
Gabriela Perez
Nevaeh Pickett
Jordan Privett
Katherine Quintana Godoy
Talisha Ray
Tyneisha Ray
Marwa Reshid
Seth Robeson
Joshua Rodriguez
Garielis Rodriguez
T’Kai Scott
Zion Square
Aquashia Thomas
Aniyah Thomas
Amylie Torres
Gabriella Valladares
Nathalie Valladares
Nikkia White
Salvador Xe - Valedictorian
Joshua Yanez

Bloomfield College • Cabrini University 
Caldwell University • Centenary University 
Chestnut Hill College • Clark Atlanta 
University • The College of New Jersey 
Columbia University • Felician University 
Howard University • Kean University 
New York University • Rider University 
Rowan University • Stockton University 
Rutgers University – New Brunswick  
University of Bridgeport  
Virginia State University

FOUNDATION ACADEMY 
COLLEGIATE CLASS OF 2020

My time at FAC was the best four years of 

my life so far. The best part was the amazing 

teachers and staff who supported me from 

start to finish. I’ll be attending New York 

University to study Applied Psychology and 

Studio Art, with the goal of completing my 

master’s degree in Art Therapy to help heal as 

many people as I can.”

- Jackie Gutierrez ’20

I stand in absolute awe of the Class of 2020’s 

achievements because they have shown true 

determination, letting nothing - not even a 

pandemic - stand in the way of achieving 

their dreams. We’ve been referring to the 

Class of 2020 as ‘Brilliant and Resilient,’ 

and with these incredible young leaders 

at the helm, I believe our future is looking 

incredibly bright.” 

- Melissa Campbell, Principal, Foundation Academy 

Collegiate

100% COLLEGE-BOUND: 
CLASS OF 2020 
MATRICULATION
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https://foundationacademies.org/brilliant-and-resilient-class-of-2020-is-college-bound/
https://foundationacademies.org/brilliant-and-resilient-class-of-2020-is-college-bound/
https://foundationacademies.org/donate/
https://foundationacademies.org/donate/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGR5Gqzt_Ql3oMJPms9MFEVQakJfH8YSx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGR5Gqzt_Ql3oMJPms9MFEVQakJfH8YSx
https://foundationacademies.org/more-brilliant-and-resilient-class-of-2020-where-are-they-headed-this-fall/
https://foundationacademies.org/brilliant-and-resilient-class-of-2020-student-highlight/


Our alumni can be the engine for expanding equitable opportunity 
in America for the long haul, if we support them. With the help 
of our generous donors, the Friends of FA Knight Fund provides 
scholarships and programming to help our alumni persist through 
college and on to successful careers.

In 2019-20, the Knight Fund provided more than $35,000 in financial 
support to our alumni, including more than $16,000 in tuition 
assistance. We also awarded $250 microgrants to each and every 
Class of 2020 graduate enrolled in post-secondary studies ($15,000 
total) to help cover the costs of books and supplies. In the coming 
year, with your help, we plan to launch a multi-year scholarship 
program that will provide pivotal financial support to deserving 
alumni in need. 

EQUITABLE, SUSTAINABLE SUPPORT

“TO AND THROUGH” COLLEGE

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: 
GOALS AND DREAMS FROM 
SOME OF OUR FALL 2020 
KNIGHT FUND RECIPIENTS

I said to myself, it’s up to me now. It’s up 

to me to go to college and make my mother 

proud. My mother never went to school when 

she was in Guatemala. She forced on, getting 

into the states to live a better life because in 

Guatemala, there was poverty and civil war. 

She left and moved to the states at a young 

age. She told me stories about the sacrifices 

she made in her lifetime, and I am truly 

grateful. So, I want to return the favor and 

go to college, major in what I love (which 

is the arts), hopefully, work for National 

Geographic, travel around the world, and 

take amazing pictures of every corner of  

the world.” 

- Ramses Chan Estrada ’19

My intended major is Political Science with 

a concentration in Pre-law. I intend to get 

my Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and 

attend Law school. My career aspiration is to 

one day become an Immigration Lawyer and 

help many people accomplish their dreams of 

bettering themselves.” 
- Jeanelle Escobar ’19

I hope to develop an organization that funds 

and manages youth programs. My goal is 

to aid in the development of students and to 

support families from low socio-economic 

backgrounds.” 

- JonBonae’ Shipman ’15

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2019-2020 
FRIENDS OF FOUNDATION ACADEMIES 
KNIGHT FUND RECIPIENTS

● Alexis Alford ’16, Bloomsburg University
● Jennifer Araya ’19, Rowan University
● Leandra Bonilla ’19, Stockton University
● Alexis Castaneda ’16, Rider University
● Ramses Chan Estrada ’19, Kean University
● Jermaine Charles ’18, Seton Hall University
● Aniya Cromwell ’20, Mercer County Community College
● Carina Cordero ’19, Mercer County Community College
● Jeremiah Doggett ’20, Mercer County Community College
● Jeanelle Escobar ’19, Stockton University 
● Lisbeth Espinal ’18, Stockton University
● Nyishera Hairston ’19, Montclair State University 
● Jackie Ketter ’16, Rutgers University – Camden
● Destiny Pinkney ’18, The College of New Jersey
● Sundus Reshid ’18, Rutgers University – New Brunswick 
● Andrew Retana ’17, Rutgers University – New Brunswick 
● JonBonae’ Shipman ’15, Rider University
● Marcela Virula ’18, Seton Hall University
● Khyniljah Youngblood ’16, Boston University
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https://foundationacademies.org/donate/


THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

IN COMMUNITY

Thank you to the individuals, businesses, and foundations 
who supported our school community in our 2019-20 
program year (July 1- June 30).

“I give to the Friends of FA because they provide hope and access to opportunity 

for Trenton children and families.” – William S. Roebling

 ⚫ Anonymous (4)
 ⚫ Susan and Paul Atkinson 
 ⚫ Curt Ball 
 ⚫ Monique Black-Grant 
 ⚫ Kimme Carlos 
 ⚫ Brad Caruso 
 ⚫ Dan and Etsuko Chamby 
 ⚫ Bonnie Chang and Robert Hsu 
 ⚫ Nandini Chowdhury and  
Deepinder Bhatia 

 ⚫ Melanie and John Clarke 
 ⚫ Martha Cook Davidson 
 ⚫ Joseph DiDonato 
 ⚫ Paul and Anne Disdier 
 ⚫ Thomas Dougherty, In Memory of 
Thomas Michael Dougherty 

 ⚫ David Earling and Maria Nicolo 
 ⚫ Kathryn Elder 
 ⚫ Arthur and Janet Eschenlauer 
 ⚫ Tim and Patty Fagin 
 ⚫ Betsy and Joe Falconi 
 ⚫ Susan and Stuart Ferguson 
 ⚫ Gareth and Cynthia Funka-Lea 
 ⚫ Steve and Linda Gecha 
 ⚫ Vincent Giordano 
 ⚫ Evann Gleeson 
 ⚫ Robert and Isabel Godwin 
 ⚫ Emmet and Edith Gowin 
 ⚫ Elizabeth Griffin 
 ⚫ Jacqui and David Griffith 
 ⚫ Diane and Juan Gutierrez 
 ⚫ Christopher Hadfield 

 ⚫ Patrick Hall 
 ⚫ Richard and Sally Henriques 
 ⚫ Mark and Rachel Herr 
 ⚫ Joan S. Hicks 
 ⚫ Lauryn Hill 
 ⚫ Jonathan Hofmann 
 ⚫ Teresa Hopkins 
 ⚫ Joseph and Sharon Hulihan 
 ⚫ Bryan and Joellen Ison 
 ⚫ Betty Wold Johnson
 ⚫ Stephen Kanovsky 
 ⚫ Allan and Michaele Kehrt 
 ⚫ Todd Kent 
 ⚫ Chris and Cathy Kerr 
 ⚫ Anthony and Kathy Klockenbrink 
 ⚫ Joe and Lynne Kossow 
 ⚫ Anne LaBate 
 ⚫ Michael and Donna Lacey 
 ⚫ Jane and Henry Landau 
 ⚫ David Levy 
 ⚫ Vivian Lubrano and Kevin Tapalaga 
 ⚫ Reid McCarthy and Caroline Oakes 
 ⚫ Fred Miller 
 ⚫ Liza and Schuyler Morehouse 
 ⚫ Grecia Montero 
 ⚫ Tia Morris: Teach For America-NJ 
 ⚫ Benjamin J. Moyer 
 ⚫ Judith Norris, In Memory of  
Kirk Norris 

 ⚫ Jeremy and Danielle Perlman 
 ⚫ Dean and Marte Pierson 
 ⚫ Howie and Alexandra Powers 

 ⚫ Barry and Meryl Reichman,  
In Honor of Jill Spiegel 

 ⚫ Betsy and Doug Rendall 
 ⚫ Sarah Ringer 
 ⚫ William Roebling 
 ⚫ Jane Rohlf 
 ⚫ Molly and David Schneider 
 ⚫ Stefani Schwartz, Esq. 
 ⚫ Carl Seiden and Vanessa Sandom 
 ⚫ Steve and Elizabeth Silverman 
 ⚫ Steve Silverman, In Honor of 
Vincent Giordano 

 ⚫ Susannah, Polly and Elinor 
Silverman, In Honor of  
Stephen Silverman 

 ⚫ Linda Spiegel 
 ⚫ John Stinson 
 ⚫ Kathleen and Stephen Streicher
 ⚫ John Streicher 
 ⚫ Martin Sutton 
 ⚫ Susan McEwen-Fial
 ⚫ Allicia Turner
 ⚫ Eugene Underwood
 ⚫ John D. Spears 
 ⚫ Melissa von Stade
 ⚫ Lisa Walker and Jeff Eikelberner 
 ⚫ Dennis and Susan Walsingham
 ⚫ Tom and Joan Weidner 
 ⚫ Graig Weiss
 ⚫ Doreen Wright and Robert Beck 
 ⚫ Alexander Zbinden
 ⚫ Michael Zuckerman and  
Sharon Ann Holt

INDIVIDUALS

 ⚫ AllianceBernstein
 ⚫ America Online Giving Foundation 
(BlackRock/Benevity Match)

 ⚫ Anonymous
 ⚫ Arts & Letters Foundation
 ⚫ Borden Perlman
 ⚫ Bristol Myers Squibb
 ⚫ Business Bistro
 ⚫ Charter School Development 
Corporation (CSDC)

 ⚫ CTC Foundation, Inc
 ⚫ The Emily and John Harvey 
Foundation

 ⚫ GE Healthcare
 ⚫ The Glenmede Trust Company
 ⚫ Holberg Financial
 ⚫ House of Blessings Church
 ⚫ Investors Bank Foundation
 ⚫ Johnson & Johnson Matching  
Gifts Program

 ⚫ Jonathan D. Krist Foundation
 ⚫ KSS Architects
 ⚫ LeveragEd Foundation
 ⚫ Longview Foundation
 ⚫ Mary G. Roebling Foundation
 ⚫ New Jersey Manufacturers

 ⚫ NJ Public Charter Schools 
Association

 ⚫ Pave-Rite, Inc.
 ⚫ RBC Wealth Management
 ⚫ Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
 ⚫ Transformation Church of Trenton, 
In Honor of Pastor Joe Kohr

 ⚫ Verus
 ⚫ Wells Fargo Community  
Support Campaign

 ⚫ Wells Fargo Foundation 
Educational Matching Gifts 
Program

ORGANIZATIONS
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WWW.FOUNDATIONACADEMIES.ORG

LEARN. 

GIVE. 

GET INVOLVED.

http://www.foundationacademies.org
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